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CLAIM AMENDMENTS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) An antimicrobial medical article catheter prepared by 
treating a polymeric m e dioal article catheter * for an effective period of time, 
with a solution e e nsisting e aaentially of ono or mor e solvents comprising a 
solvent and a mixture an antimicrobial mixture consisting essentially of 
chlorhexidine free base and a water-soluble chlorhcxidine salt, wherein the 
weight/weight ratio of chlorhexidine free base and the water-soluble 
chlorhexidine salt in the solution is between 1:1 to 1:5. 

2. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial m e dioal article catheter of claim 1 , 
wherein the ratio is 1 : 1. 

3. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial m e dical article catheter of claim 1, 
wherein the solvent is selected from the group consisting of water, alcohol, 
tetrahydrofuran, dimethylsulfoxide, dimethylformamide, N-methyl-2- 
pyrrolidone, and mixtures thereof. 

4. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial m e dical articl e catheter of claim 3 , 
wherein the solvent is a mixture of between 10 and 30 percent 
(volume/volume) tetrahydrofuran and 70 and 90 percent (volume/volume) 
ethanol. 
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5. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial m e dical articles catheter of claim 7 
3, wherein the solvent is a mixture of 20 percent (volume/volume) 
tetrahydrofuran and 80 percent (volume/volume) ethanol. 

6. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial medioal artiolo satheter of claim 3, 
wherein the solvent is a mixture of between 75 and 95 percent 
(volume/volume) tetrahydrofuran and 5 and 25 percent (volume/volume) 
methanol. 

7. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial medioal artiolo caga£jer of claim 6 
2, wherein the solvent is a mixture of about 85 percent (volume/volume) 
tetrahydrofuran and 15 percent (volume/volume) methanol 

8. (Currently amended) The antimicrobial m ad faal articl e catheter of claim 1 s 
wherein the artiolo catheter is a hydrophilic polymeric modiogl artiolo 
catheter . 

9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Currently amended) The catheter of claim ft 1, wherein the catheter has a 
lumen whic h that is treated ? for an effective period of time , with tho 
solution conaioting opoontially of one or more golvonto and the mixture of 
chlorh e xidin e free bas e and >vater soluble) ohlorbaxidin e salt with a solution 
consi s ting csscntially - of - one or more aolvontq with a solution comprising a 
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solvit and an microbial mixture consigting e^en^ iy of chlorhm^ 
free base and a wat<T-soluble ohlorhwy irtine salt wh^ ? ^ weight/w^ t 
ratio of chlorhexidine free hasa and the waters 1nh l e chloric ri irff M it ™ 
the solution is between 1: 1 to 1 :S . 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently amended) The catheter of claim 2 1, wherein the water-soluble 
chlorhexidine salt is chlorhexidine diacetate. 

13. (Original) The catheter of claim 10, wherein the water-soluble 
chlorhexidine salt is chlorhexidine diacetate. 

14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Cancelled). 

16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Currently amended) An antimicrobial madioal artiolu catheter prepare by 
treating a polymeric medical article catheter, for an effective period of time, 
with a solution e o aristing oDo e ntially of comprising (1) one or more advents 
a solvent; (2) a mixture an antimicro bial mixture c onsisting Mumntfofly of 
chlorhexidine free base and a water-soluble chlorhexidine salt; and (3) one 
or mora of a substance selected from the proup consisting nf ffl an organic 
acid, at a concentration of between 0.1 and 5 percent; (ii) an anti- 
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21. 
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inflammatory agent, at a concentration of between 0. 1 and 5 percent; « an£ 
(iii) a hydrogel at a concentration of between 0.5 to 10 percent, wherein the 
ratio of chlorhexidine free base and the water-soluble chlorhexidine salt in 
the solution is between 1 :1 to 1:5. 

(Currently amended) The antimicrobial medical arti&l e catheter of claim 
17, wherein the concentration of organic acid in the solution is between 0.1 
and 2 percent, 

(Currently amended) The antimicrobial m e dical article catheter of claim 1 7, 
wherein the concentration of anti-inflammatory agent is between 0.1 and 1 
percent. 

(Currently amended) The antimicrobial medical article cjjhetgr of claim 17, 
wherein the concentration of hydrogel in the solution is between 1 and 5 
percent. 

(Currently amended) A method of preparing a m e dical article catheter 
comprising th e stop s of 

(i) placing contacting the medical article m with a solution eonastifig 
eoapntiallv of comprisin g (a) a solvent selected from the group consisting of 
water, reagent alcohol, tetrahytirofuran, dimethylsulfoxide, 
dimethylformamide, N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone, and mixtur e s a mixture. 
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thereof; and (b) a mix ture an antimicrobial mixture nmww —fi^ fr of 
chlorhexidine free base and a water-soluble chlorhexidine salt, wherein the 
weight/weight ratio of chlorhexidine free base and water soluble 
chlorhexidine salt in the solution is between 1:1 and 1 :5; 

(ii) fleakiag contains the medical article ie wjtfi the solution for an 
effective period of time to allow the medical article to swell; 

(iii) removing the medical article from the solution; and 

(iv) drying the medical article. 

22, (Currently amended) A method of preparing a catheter having a lumen 
comprising the otops of 

(i) e xp os ing contacting the lumen oftho catheter to with a solution 
wttsioting op oantiaHy of gjmiprisjng (a) a solvent selected from the group 
consisting of water, reagent alcohol, tetrahydrofuran, dimethylsulfoxide, 
dimethylformamide, N-methyl : 2»pyrrolidone, and mixtures thereof; and (b) 
a mixture consisting essentially of chlorhexidine free base and a water- 
soluble chlorhexidine salt, wherein the weight/weight ratio of chlorhexidine 
free base and water soluble chlorhexidine salt in the solution is between 1 :1 
and 1:5; 

(U) filling contacting the lumen e£ fe e catheter with a solution for an 
effective period of time to allow the lumen oftho cathctw to swell; 
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(iii) removing the solution from the lumen of the oathcte*; and 

(iv) drying the catheter. 

23. (New) A catheter prepared by treating a polymeric catheter for about thirty 
minutes to about one hour with a solution comprising a solvent and an 
antimicrobial mixture consisting essentially of chlorhexidine free base and a 
water soluble chlorhexidine salt, wherein the weight/weight ratio of the 
chlorhexidine free base and the water soluble chlorhexidine salt in the 
solution is between 1 :1 and 1 :5 and wherein the treated catheter exhibits 
sustained antimicrobial activity for at least about six days, 

24, (New) The catheter of claim 23, wherein the solvent comprises between 75 
and 95 percent (volume/volume) tetrahydrofuran and 5 and 25 percent 
(volume/volume) methanol. 
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